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' THE AYODHYA AIRPORT:
PROMOTING CULTURE AND
CONNECTIVITY
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The Ayodhya Airport emerges as an infrastructural marvel and a promise of holistic
community development and cultural enrichment

Interview: Seema Sreedharan

‘= Maharshi Vaimiki international Aipmrt hias put Ayodihya on

thve-miags, Bn - short span of time, the Apadhya Airport hay

amerged asan srchiltedural mane wiid) not st tRkes iy cues.
from the contsxt, but the cultare and hertage of the oty The dirpoar
stands at a testimany k2 the cultwal heritage of the city. Beyond s
physical dimensions, the airport, with its GRIHA 4-Star Canification,
stands &2 @ testament 1o india’s commiitment to sustainable prachices.
tersiding & new era 0 Emvironmentally consoious Swviation

Wiih 3 pesk-toar tapacity of TS0+ passeagess, | will cal=x 102

large popuistion and accommodate the contnuous sxpecisd
groweth. & two-storeyed structure, the Syodfya Nrport 5 adomed
with Slevatonal slements depiciing the saced oty's rich hestony
In a d=taled interaction wath architects Vipal B Varshneya and
Harsh Varshneya of STHAPAT!, we decnde the symbolism, the
coatexd, and the sschileciural design of the sitpoil. Hede's an ertespl

Designing an airport for a culturally rich state, with equal amount
of history and mythology attached to it. must have beena
daunting task. Tell us how you approached the design? Did you
have any apprehensions? Tell us more...

Vipul B Varshneya (VW): Cocigning an aspoi! for 2 cufturaiy

nch slate Bee Ayodhya was indeed a chaflenging et rewarding
; 0 dieply rooked

a mixdem fecility St

uppprosch o the d pecd

for the o e and & desire 1o

pays homane i s past, We contuctisd exensie: rmsearch i
Bynddhyers history, mytholegy, and arctitocionl styes fo undierstand
its design pemciples and assthet Bnguage. Athoog we had some
apprenamsions 250l Siking e gt balancs between modemity
and traditian, we were confidest {hial our approach wosld result in
 design thist resonazed with the cty's residents and vistiors While
wie wiere mindhul of the sipnificence of the history and contexd of
Ayodiys's cuiture, we southt to integride slements of it Artory n
the airpoi's desigh i 4 subitie and respecifid mannar.

Harsh Varshneya (HV): The desion of the new tsvminsf huiding at
Ayodhya = m Tart, 2 non-deedt transation and s-infinsaced by the.
stones and nich histoncal significance that Ramiyans brings 10 us
Starting with adetildying and Sludying ey phaces mentioned in the
Ramayana, such as temgtes, their leatwes, grandew, mythalogical
references, and their ssgndficance in today's time. 3l these aspocts
wiere carchully snefyred and reintemroled on he deawing board

1o give shapé Io one of llie most ioohic buldings we have loday

it avinfion histony. Foatures Ssch as " Toran Dwars” and Sepped
Shikhars, with inscrpton: reminiscent of enfrantes 1o helonca!

ler 4, WiETE vt a peisg i 1o siail inodem s while
=iy their historical essence nhancng e met eeperence
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Designing an airport for a culturally rich state like Ayodhya was indeed a challenging yet
rewarding experience. Our approach to the design was deeply rooted in respect for
the city’s heritage and a desire to create a modern facility that pays homage to its past.”
—VIPUL B VARSHNEYA. Oirector - Chief Architect. STHARATI

o Elvatz

Thioughont The deuagn proce<s. the primany focus was 1o
ns Mﬁs:fg_—- W
whcts mythaodogical refe ﬂ'-ﬁsi o Ramayana nfo the spet's
archifioctioe This approach pays tribede fn the oty's cultural herfage
and ensies that ihe lerminal buliding & a Temeless symbol of india's
mythological and hestoncal kegacy fior fis

Religion, politics, and the collective emotions of people, there
wene way oo many factors influencing this project. How did you
mﬁmw

oncive approach and br peiEizang the core walees that defi
on a global scale: Diversity” and FEquake

D guaciing principle was io mspeci and hosoar the signilicance
of Ao < & place and within s culteral context. Our a8m aCross
WEIHOUS DEDReCES in India and globally has been that each project
shiuld foliow the 3 {5 Coflure. Cimate. and Contest This framework
emured that every Gesign decision was grounded in The rich ol
hevitage of Ayoctya, sensitive o the kacal chmate. snd mealul of
Droader contind of he projecl

By keeping e importange of this hatone oy 8 e forelont we have
been sbie in navigate Swough the compisxties of
e s dversly, podtal sensivibes and the deep emobond comnecion
the peopie of India have wih Apodnga. Thes apgwoach has slowed s o

ATy

el & Fodem Arpai bulcing [t ol only mael the paches neod:
of travedicns D s Sonet &5 & oot of e Sor the peasis of Ayochye

How did you translate the fife of Lord Rama into the design
language?

HV: In vranclaning Losd Bama's iife into the aport’s design i
he appioach was o encapsulale his _1-”..:;_ piinciples of =i
m iie. equalily. and broth design of Ayodiga

-gﬂ

PR EXDETETICES

Fﬂ:-“ extersies i nfeniors, and from the iy Sde 1o the aisite,
every slement i desiged io refiedt he iteciogies of Lord Rama
Their significance in today's tme. When viewed from the City
sie, wheih & the Sepaluees &ea, he bulldag cenes 35 3 poignant
farewell I Ayodiva, Caplunng he escence of the Ramayana and Lor
Rama's story through intricate intenior spaces. Anworks depscing the

siory of Lovd Hamia adom the check-in hall ama, guading passenpenrs
Bwinagh The Secunity hold a7ea G ennching thes jeamey. Semiardy,

on ihe g Sge_ for @ passenger lookang oul of an aiciakt window. the
first ghenpse of he buillding From the apman is an allempt to Tanslale
10 bt The passenger know wheve be is. The signifcance of the place

amalgamates with the desagn language n brngang 3 wonderdu
passenges expenence a5 he seps mio the bufiding and Ayodiya




When viewed from the City side, which is the departures area, the building
serves as a poignant farewell to Ayodhya, capturing the essence of the Ramayana and
Lord Rama's story through intricate interior spaces..”

—HARSH VARSHNEYA Frincipal Architect, STHAPATI
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HARSH VARSHNEYA
Principal Archiiect, STHAPAT]

Hairsh Warshvieya i e Dfrechor aed Head
of Design at STHAPAT] an award-winring
mullihsoipinany arehlechaoal practice
hedoguartanad m | icknow & Dedf. Thew
glabally recogmised portfilio spans @ spocium
aof el hpalogies. fam dide dwelings
fo Mrge-soane wrban develogments.
Marshr graduafed &5 4 tnple Gok! medalist
fraey the prosiiguons Sushant Schoal of At and
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of 7 remarkalhie jOurRey it architectine and
design. M pursiat of excelience fad m to
the waorigtrenowmed Linversity of Nortngham:
whare Mo recried A mastos s v sustanabio
fell bnitigs, sccrevfited fo CTEUM, Chicago

Could you take us through the design language? How did you
Integrate the historle city’s heritage into the architecture?

WV: Daparting from the conventional ghass box archrocturg, each
facet of the aaport. from s tawaring ool to the inticote columms, hes
a historleal and spiritual signibicance. The airpoen’s grchilacture Waaved
together history, iradition, sustainable practices, and mythobogics
storlies —a deliberate departure fram minimalism and the caming

il oo oy athon
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Al thie main entrance of Ayodbya Airport, & grand stegged shikar
stands toll, adomad with brass Thes architectural masterplece fallows

the Nagars style, outlined with scriptuses, prasenting 4 magestic and
culiurally nch welcome to the passengers. The city's heritage and story
unfcid theough Intricate columng, each laden with profound symbelism
The mega columns supperting the termnal roal symbolize the: Kandas
of Ramayana, biendmg cultural nchnass into e geporTs aechitectine
Fha Khiandiia, symbolizing impermanance, codss with the Dave
Gana Patte, embodying dwine festuras. Every column nanates a story
of dedication, courage, and spintuakty, waaving e city's essence into
[h wary Fabn of the airporl. Thie Todan dwars’ stand ol remarkably,
espacaly at oye level As people stroll by, they affortlessly command
attention, Tuly captivating the ondoakess These muicately adonmaed
entrances sanve & & nod fo mythological refarances, creating 4
symbalic Lonnection fo the region’s rich heritage

The terminal budding is a carvas of profound messages. The

Bow and Acvonr mural syrmbolises the comage to confrant umiith
wihile hexagonal light parscles embaody the etermal triumph of tiuth
ewer hierarchy, From arials to skybghts, aitwarks intricately depict
the tmekess tale of Loed Hama from e Remayana, creating an
immariiee, sensonpaich capenence Doyond taditional airpat designs

trateqieally placod skylights somve os guiding boacons, entancmg
Wl ||_|I||u anid \)ﬂl_lll\_) LTI T TR ] [T R T

Did you incarparate any Indian art forms/ collaborate with local
artisans for the project?

WV es, we collaborated with local artisans and craftsmen to
incorporate ndian art Forms Kito the prosect. We were Inspired by the
rich tradition of Indian art and sought to mtegrate elements of this
tradition into the airport's design. For exampla, wa commassioned local
artiats 10 credte mursds and artworks thisl refact Ayadhya’s cultial
Tgilage We aiso wsed bradibonal technagues such as stone £arving,
winadvmik, and mural painting o create & sensa of crafsmanship
and arisiry in [he sirport’s architectue. By collaborating with locad
artisans, we werd able to create dasign that i not oy visuly
stinning bt also deeply rootad in the cultural dentity of Ayodiya

Ir & dapartiire from mésimadism, the srport captures the essanca of
Inclia’s vileant history, fostenng a revval of local amstry
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The most challenging aspect of designing this project was balancing the need
for modern facilities and functionality with respect for Ayodhya's heritage and cultural
significance. We had to find a way to create a state-of-the-art airport that
meets the needs of today's travellers while preserving the city's historic
charm and spiritual essence.”
=VIPUL B VARSHNEYA Diractor - Chiel Architect, STHAPATI

DN o 0oe mmermecTunE ey

The alrport ombadies a commitment to sustsinability thesugh maderm
advancements whils providing a plotform for raditional craflsmanship
L bk, 1% & harmaniaus imegration af the ald and o ma, 4
beacon el cultural reswigesce In modem da

Can you elaborate on the sustalnable bullding methods you
optod for this project?

WV The Ayodiyn Mrport emenges a5 an irsirictssal mareel and o
promise af kedstic commundy dewsiapment sd custuml earchment
Besond s plysical dimersions, e alrpart, with 15 GRIF& 4-Sar
Cenification, stands A% & testament 1o ndia's commitmant 1o sustainabie
praclices, heralding o ned ars in anvironmentslly consclous svigion
Embracing coman neutrality with eco-conscious GRC materals, tha
dlasign plomeers sdastainabbe practices m avataon, Ormamantal work,
maticulously crafted m Glass Filber Reinforcad Copcret (GRE) afta
alinaiv resaarch and lachinical pracision, ioplaces aditanal slong
Facacdes and signdicanty cortritiutas 1o anvirenmentsl sustainability,
rosLting I sUbstantal carbion srission reducian

What was the most challenging aspect of designing this project?

WV The most challenging aspect of designing this prefect was
Bakanesng e need for mademn facdings and fumclionality with respect
Tar Ayadhya's hermtage and cullural Shsicance, We Do b fird & wiy
I cruate o state-of-ne-art aliport thal mects the needs of today's
Travialbess whibhe progerdng M city's hstonc charm and spliitual
s This reguinied coreful plarining, stakelotdir collaboritian
A0l 41 e underseanding of dysdiya s culturd and architectunl
nasitage. Despite the challenges, we ae proud of the inal design
sihtich wee bslieye sikng 4 harmoniois Dalance botween tendidion and
modernity, mflecting the spint of Ayodhya,
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