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gatewa
to Indian
culture

Ayodhya’s new airport and urban
masterplan are transforming the ancient
temple town into a global renaissance city

Chantal Sajan
Senior Correspondent

Indian_architects are bringing
about historic change to Ayodhya
combining innovation  and
tradition to craft an immersive ex-
perience for visitors to the ancient
city in northern India.
Delhi-based CP Kukreja Archi-
tects (CPKA) has come up with
Ayodiya's atest ntegrated infa-
structure plan focused on_the
sustainable development of the
iy in Ut Pradesh.
cknow- and Delhi-based
mhmmﬂ studio Sthapati has
combined traditional temple archi-
tecture with state-of-the-art
sign for the new Maharishi Val.mlkl
International  Airport,
. which commenced dairy
commereial flights on Jan 6.

dhya ~ which is the birth-

hailed as an Indian renaissance
city by local and foreign media.

s new city masterplan and air-
port are designed to provide the
modern infrastructure needed to
support an expec
itors to th

22 by Indian Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi.

The inauguration brings to an
end 2 500-vear legal tussle be-
tween Muslims and Hindlus, after
the original Ram temple was de-

molished hal emperor Ba-
bur in1528. He later built the Babri
mosque on

In 2019, India’s Supreme Court
approved the construction of the
Ram Mandir after being satisfied
with exhaustive evidence provided
by the Archacological Survey of In-

showing

multiplier effect with new hotels
and other economic activities, for-
cign brokerage analysts Jefferies
said in a Jan 21 report.

The city will also set a template

 Infrastructure detven. growt
for tourism.

Inth

e, titled Unl

Indian Prime
Minister
Narendra Modi
(left) at the

in an e-mail interview.

He founded CPKA ~ one of the
worlds biggest_architecture and
urban design firms, with more

the Ram Mandir
temple in
Ayodhya, Uttar
Pradesh, on Jan
22. PHOTO:
EPA-EFE

According to urban designer
Dikshu Kukreja, managing princi-
palof CPKA,

in 199

Mr Kukreja says his workis root-
ed in the context of a site, and dri-
ven by ity and innova-

Artists
impression of the
masterpan for

ARCHITECTS

immersive experience for visitors
and _devotees while  reflecting
Ayodhya's heritage.
The interior features skylights
slaced 19 belp passengers casily
avigate the airport, as well as art-
worke depicting scenes from the
Ram na.

tion.

For example, when his team
losled at tourism, they ocused on
providing_tourist _infrastructure
o ot dhe st s b o
different economic strata.

“Our vision document makes
provisions for a[fwrdable homes-

ture s the grand stepped shikhar
(pyramid) that stands at the main
entrance, adorned with gleaming
brass? says Mr Varshneya, 33.

1986, Sthapati is a
rport terminals and
publlc tnnsporhnun infrastruc-
ture, and is also sought after for its

tays or " he says.

in the Ayodhya urban masterplan,

which started in 2020 after his

firm was appointed by the govern-
ment.

e the ri-

dia's Tourism Potential Ayudhyas
the

Tihe
gours of transforming a mty steep-
malk-

Ram Mandir
firm said the revamped city could
attract more than 50 million tour-
ists who could spend more t
USSI0 billion a year.

edin
ingit a modern city o Tosing

its ethos or sol
“A significant aspect of the
masterpan s in secing that the
¢ geow but also has

temple had pre-dated the Babri

peogle visited ialy's Varcan c,:y

o
place of Lord Ram, the long-suffer-
ing god-king and protagonist of the
epic poem Ramayana - is being

Yamini Chinnuswamy

Correspondent

TOPTIPPLES

JOHNNIE WALKER

Scotch brand Johnnie Walker's
Blue Label whisky rarely disap-
points ~ the premium whisky label
blends and bottles some of Scot-
lands rarest and most luxurious li-
quids, and the limited editions al-
‘ways come in beautiful packaging.

This festive season, the brand

s The U lla Acader
Batgirl s well as for designing the
poster of Oscar-winning _1fL
verything Everywi I At
Once (2021)

Jean's artwo: the Johnnie
Wi ot Lol P Yo
(5360 a bottle) layers the wood
drsgon with floral imagery, using
the

mosque at the site.
‘The USSIO billion (S$13.4 billion)
remaking of the city will drive a

in 2023. Some 13 million visited
Mecea, St “Acabia, in he same
period.

Chinese New Year Edition

YEO'S

may have noticed some packet

S o sty Five

during your recent grocery runs.
Home-grown beverage brand

biue and g:ld

He says: “There are hidden ele-
ments in the picture as well -
layersto be discovered justlike the
layers in this incredible whisky. [
included chrysanthemums, fro
which flow liquid gold - inspired
by Johnnie Walker whiskies - and
hummingbirds sipping on the pre-
cious nec

‘The bottle is available at special-

ist aleohol retailers such as 1855
The Bottle Shop.

a Chinese New Year makeover: the
Chrysanthemum  Tea, Winter
Melon Flavoured Drink and Lychee
Flavoured Drink.

Instead of the usuallivery featur-

™6

Those seeking sugar- and alcohol-free beverages can
try the dragon-themed teas from Singaporean tea

house
The Dragon Tea &

whisky at Johnni pop-up
at Raffles City, which is offering
gift set bundles, as wel as free bot-
tle engraving and delivery servic-

es.
Info: Johnnie Walker's pop-up at
Raffles City Shopping Centre (252
North Bridge Road) is open from
Ttam to 8pm daily until Jan 28,

-

Clipped from - The Straits Times - January 27, 2024
Read it digitally on the Magzter app

Unfortu-
nately, both the loose leaf tea ($50  tin) and the tea
set (880, includes disposable tea filters and tea scoop)
are out of stock. TWG has not said whether it wil res-
tock these.
But there i also the brand's Jade Dragon Tea (548 a
tin), a loose-leaf green tea that comes in a fun purple
tin emblazoned with a jade green dragor
Info: twgtea.com

ainable

“This
development, where even local
residents can betume a part of the
city’s economic

"The population of Ayodhya Gity
as at July 2023 is about 2.5 million,
according to Nagar Nigam Ayod-
hya, the official government web-
site for the city.

Mr Harsh Varshneya, principal
architect and director of multi-
disciplinary design practice Stha-
pati, says Ayodhyas new airport

state-of-the-art modern systems
and innovative technologies,” Mr

Kukreja, 54, tells The Straits Times

ing the brands logo and the fla-

vour's core ingredient, the packets

have striking ilustrations of auspi-

cious creatures such as

phoenixes and lions.
There are also different Chinese

ter conmectivity for flights
throughout India.
It is also designed to create an

HENNESSY

French cognac house Hennessy
worl Chinese artist Yang
Vonglang. fo design lmited
edition packaging for its Hen-
nessy Paradis, Hennessy X.0
and Hennessy V.S.OP liquids.

The rarest and most ex-
pensive of the bunch, the
Hennessy Paradis_ (from
$13,250 a bottle), s also
the most striking, in a
porcelain white decan-
ter emblazoned with

Only
ble for sale in Singa-
pore. Contact Hen-
sy for_more de-
tails at 8772-0235.
Meanwhile, the Hennessy X.0
(834250, above right) boasts a
bottle embossed with

nessy V.SOP ($10) is clad in red.

The boxes for the various co-
‘gnacs also include artwork created
by Yang, who is known for his dig-
ital composite art of traditional
landscapes.

For the festive period, Hennessy
is hosting two pop-ups in Singa-

ag efforts.
Mr Varshneya adds: “The archi-
tecture follows the Nagara style,
outined wih seiptus,
ing a majestic and <
w&lcﬂm& for passenger:
e says, is an “eternal

clky with a storied heritage and
cultural impact that his team
aimed to convey through the air-
port design.

“The goal was to capture the es-
sence of this iconic city and to ap-
preciate its rich history?

chantal@sphcomsg

pore: at fon Orchard until Jan 28

and Changi Airport’s Terminal 1
until Feb .

Customers will be able to buy
the special-edition Hennessy
X.0 and VS.0.P bottles at both
| bop-ups, which have been fur-
| ‘nished with larger-than-life

dragon sculptures inspired
by Yangs artwork.

Travellers visiting the

rved within

ennessy's limit-
ed-edition  Chinese

New Year cognacs are also availa-
ble for purehase from iShopChan-

, andis open
10pm daily until Jan 28. The Changi
Airport (60 Airport Boulevard)
pop-up is located at the Terminal 1
Departure Check-in Hall, and is
open from 6am to lam daily until
Feb .

PHOTOS: ASAHI, HENNESSY, JOHNNIE WALKER, TWG, VEO'S

ASAHI

iragons,

Japanese pixel artist

design for the silver

phrases whlchcwnwy blessings on
the pac

1nfo, The fessive packets (from 3
for a sixpack) are available at
supermarkets such as FairPrice,
while stocks last.

cans of Japanese
beer brand  Asahi
Super Dry.

Pixel art is stereo-
typed s being en-
dearingly
resolution, bt B
mippe uses pixels to
create  elaborate,
sometimes abtract
digital pain

The. Asahl Super Dry Lunar New Year Pixel Art Edi-
tion Can features an intricate red-and-gold dragon
wrspped around the cutsideofthe 330m car.

ive Asahi Super Dry X Fragrance Bak Kwa
Gift andle (638) includes Fragrance bak kowa, pork
floss tots, pandan kueh lapis and pineapple tarts.
Infc ‘cans are available at major supermarkets,
from $26.80 for a 12-pack, while the Fragrance gift
bundles are available at Fragrance outlets (full list of
locations at fragrance.com.sg).
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ROOTAWAKENING

PHOTOS: ADRIAN LING, GABRIEL CHIA, KANTHIMATH
SRINIVASAN, SERENA LIM, TAY SOON ANN

DO NOT KEEP LUCKY BAMBOO IN DEEP SHADE

Lucky
abigger container?
Gabriel Chia

This pot is big enough for these Lucky Bamboo (Dra-
aena sanderana) cuttngs a heis currnt size, but
you can repot them once you observe that they have

You can take the stalks out to check if they have
produced roots. Rooted cuttings can be potted in an
aerated growing mix, preferably one containing orga-
nic matter and gritty components such as perlite and
pumice.

Keep this mix moist and let it dry out slightly
between each watering session, so the stalks are not
waterlogged.

Give the stalks plenty of filtered sunlight — about
four to six hours a day — as they will not thrive in deep
shade indoors.

 Answers by Dr Wilson Wong, an NParks-certified
practising horiculrist an parks manager. He i the

PRUNE AGLAONEMA FOR
PROPER GROWTH HABIT

lanky and fad-
ed. How can 1
make it bushy
and colourful?
Serena Lim

PHOTO: STHAPATI

ROTATE PALM FOR FULL
SUNLIGHT EXPOSURE

My plants leaves are yellow,
even though | water it when the
soil is dry and keep it near the
window so it gets sunlight. If
there is no rain, 1 open the win-
dow for ventilation. How do 1
care for this plant?

Kanthimathi Srinivasan

‘The side of the plant facing the win-
dow looks healthier and greener
than the other. Rotate your pot
slightly every few days soall parts of
the plant can get sunlight. Move the
pot nearer to the window and en-
sure curtains do not block the |
The raot sone should be kept
moist and not be allowed to dry out

b
ma could be due to insufficient
i m.

‘Although it is a shade-tolerant
plant that will burn under brighter
ight,the current location may not
sunny enough. Move it to a

bright wiadowsil o install grow

prune the top portion of the plant.
This cutting can be potted sepa-
rately.

Ensure there are still leaves on

synthesise and feed new growth.

Lifestorey

Prestige

totally, or the . Insert
your finger into the potting mix to
Theck i mosure ovel. The sur.
face may feel dry, but the soil be-
neath may still be moist.

FIG FRUIT LOOKS

INFECTED -
What is causing the -
black dots on my fig?

How can I prevent
them from recurring? ¥
Adrian Ling

especially when the plant is

§  grownin the open.

{ Grow your fg plant under
a clear sheler 10 educe the
impact of excessive moisture
from the rain.

Make sure it has proper air

eirculation and is n

with other plans.

t crowded

disease. This i common in Singa-
pore’s hot and humid climate,

J 0'

PP jcide regular-
ly to reduce the incidence of
disease.

FIDDLE-LEAF
FIG IS

SUNBURNT

leaves _turned
brown?
Tay Soon Ann

The older leaves of your Fiddle-
leaf Fig (Ficuslyrata) show signs of
sunburn, but the plant has adapted
to the higher light levels, with no
damage to the new leavesat the top
of the plant.

Although cosmetic damage has
been done to older parts of the
plant, there is no cause for con-

This is also not an unusual phe-
nomenon, as many plants are pro-
duced under shadier conditions in
production nurseries.

Note that this plant thrives out-
doors, such as in parks and gar-
dens.

1f kept in deep shade, its growth
will be sluggish and the plant will
deteriorate over time.
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 Have a gardening query? E-mail it with clear,
high-resolution pictures of at least I8, f any, and your
full name to stife@sph.com.sg. We reserve the right to
edit and reject questions.

“Coffee Table r 5298
#Dining Table fr $1,380
*Recliner sofa fr $5,980
o frs7

*Sideboard fr $480
*Dining Chair fr $118
*Sofa Bed fr $1580




