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Ayodhya in eyes of an Architect

Satyaeth Pandlin

“Avedhyan A Walk Thiough the Living Horltage® ba recent publtention by the ars
chifteet Vipul B Varshney in which ahe wonves togethar tie elomuents of fagle, myns
tietsm, myvthology, arehitootural marvels, and the historionl and goographifeal gone
teads surtonnding Ayodhya, Vieshioey delves it the historlon) Background of
Avodhya, also known as the Adipud of Vishow, The book metievlonsly unvolli the
ayers of Avodhva's rieh tapestey, offering readers i gomprehensive undastanding of
ity cultural herdtage 'i‘lluh'llu.: fron various rallous texts, tie authior inaludos i naes
ration o Sakand Fuan whore the revered Rishl Agastyn cespondi o the Tg iy

Pvany sages about Ayodhya's signiticance, (i the followlng manner

Avoddhya b the holtest of the elties thit s innccossible to preople with by decds,
tere Yives the Harl Nimsell in his Murth form. Rivalllng the Amaravatl oftnden, this
divine Avodhya ds on the banks of the Sy River,
Uhe lettes An is Brahima, Y ds Vishio and Dl s
Rucdra - tagether, all thiee of them live I the name
ayosthyi Aoy Kinel of sin, Ineluding the Bralimin
lutvi cannot reach this elty, Mence, the loarned
acs call it Ayodhya < the one that sannot be won

Ihis sets the tone for the author to explore the

werse names associnted with Avoadhyn, such s
wkosaly, the unconquerable oity of Gods, Sukel

d Viniyn/Vinita, establishing it as the fivst city of

shiu and the first among Saptapurd - the seven
Mokshadayint or salvation giving cities in India,

I'he book unfolds through nine chapters, begin-
g with a historical overview of Ayodhys'n reli-

wis significance, tracing back to the Grst millen-

i AD, It offers o historieal narrative centred

nnd the Gahadavala dynasty, highlighting key

ers such s Govindachandra, Vijayehandr, and
vachandra and how Ayodhya Nourished a8 o cén-
of Vaishnavism, with several Vishnu temples

t, and how it eventually became o significant
imuge site.

he nartative expands to encompass the con=

ct in Bahraich involving Ghagi Miyar, a Muslim

nqueror, and the subseguent victory of
shaldeyv's army in 1033 CE: The construction of I3
ishnu temples during the Gahadavala era and in- '
ptions like the Vishnu-Harl inscription proyide
sights into the eity’s historieal and cultural land-
sApe

['tie book addresses legal disputes, including the Ram-Janambhoom| case, draw-
i on evidence from the ASI (Archaeological Survey of India) and structires con-
erted into mosques. The Vishnu-Hari inseription, dating around 1140, specifically

presented as a cruclal plece of evidence of a temple to Vishnu, dispelling doubts

out the pre-existing temple at the mosque site,

The guthor meticulously traces the chronologieal history of Ayodhya, presenting
vidence of possibly two temples predating the 13th century, reinforcing the exis-
ence of an earlier temple prior to Babar's destruction: Varshney also presents ovi-
e from varlous texts depicting the mass destruction of Hindu temples by the
<lim invaders and Islamic rulers, citing the discovery of Kushana perlod terracot-
1 images of gods and goddesses at the Janambhoomi site,

The section of the book titled ‘Copnections with Faraway Lands' sheds light on
vodhya's global impact, exploring the relationship with countries like Korea,
idonesia and Thailand. The book unveils the profound link between Ayutthaya,
unded in 1350 by King Ramathibodi, and the enduring influence of Lord Rama in
1ai history. Despite Ayutthaya's fall to Burmese forces in 1767, the Chakkri dynasty
stored it, naming rulers after Rama. Hindu influences persist in Thal culture, seen

ceremonies, cremation, and worship of the Hindu Trinity. The '!'hm Ramaynna,
\makien, remains central to Thai traditions. The book explores historical ties, in-
ding the naming of Laos and Lopburi after Lord Rama's sons, Lava and Kusha,
The grandeur of Ayodhya is vividly described through various texts such as the o-
inal version of Valmiki Ramayana. The vivid description of the ancient Ayodhya

hat one feals like o Citdzan of Anelent

Phe splendour of Stk Ram s
anelent ety

Vipul B.Varshney

efivggn foorth the fnagery, allowing reiders to snvision e dty's magifivence. b the
fithon's nwh--mml.q‘.w"\!nlmikl'u ndﬁgw'l}' ni’-{wldh?ﬂ ﬂn:{kum%yn 1 80 vyl
uelliyn.”
Virnhney's sxploration extands beyond |I?:s phiysical ane hitatorieal dimonnions o
Aoy, The book delves nto the profound eonnection betwien the almste sed |
nunlmnte olemaonts, smphisalbeig thelr sneeadoess and (nner energy, identifled
Abann b mdorm phynim Ity F ron th coneept of "rﬂrnm Lty o all-parvnding
:Imtlur. and lw connoetion to the “param nntmn” oe sllsperviding conselonsnens o
A L0,

.lfummlmf il A;rmlhlm'n fwn plannlig, the text raveals that, ke iholivirs
Ayodhiyn's delgn win bised on specific proportions, exemplified by a 4 vt
Drawing from Valmlld's deseriptions In the Bala i&mdu, the mithor interpre
Ayodhyi's pidaces us parfeetly cotmtrieted, wellsplanned struetures inbalited by ne

Blis fruciviedianls, 'ﬁm commparison fo o "virasna,” an ser
car or Apace matlon, undericores the meticilous beaty
Ayodliyi'n nrchitecture,

The conneetion botween Ayodhya and vimasna i o
arbiteuey, an the nuthor palnts out Valmikl's earller descrl;
ton of the palnces as akin to vimasng, The book explor
the slpgnificance of o "slddba” « o muster achieving physie
aned apiddtual petfection = and thelr sssociation with
maing, ying it to the transformative practices of sadhn
Sage Valmiki's poutic descriptions, eapecially in the conte
of Ayodhya's seven-storey gematone-studded homes, ¢o
prelbute to a cleh narrative that unravels the anctent wisde
ombedded in Hindu seriptures.

In n separate seetion, the author addresses some fr
gquently asked questions about Rama's birth, rule durati
and the reality of the Pushpak Vimana, There are also o
ncrllﬂlmm of Holy Places of Lord Ram's Exile Path, such
Shri Ram temple, which s gitusted on the dver Tam
banks and 1a in the Tardi villuge, The Surya Kund, Gup!
Ghat or GoPrastar Ghat,

Furthermore, the book explores virious sites.and te;
ples In' Ayodhya, taking readers on i virtual tour, vislti
Sita ki Rasol, Treta Ke Thakur Temple, Kanak Bhaws
Dashrath: Samadhl, Dashrath Bhawan, Janakl Mah
Nugeshwarnatha Temple, The Chandrahari Temple, M
Parvat, Hanuman Garhl, Sugriva Quila, Hanumanga
Naka, Hanumangarhi Sasadatganj, Hanumanga
Fatehganj, Panchmukhl Mahadey Mandir, Prithvitest
Temple Mahadevan Temple, Badi Devkall Temple
Sheetla Temple, and many more.

The author pays s{mclul attention to the legends as
clated with River Saryu and its significance in Lord Shree Rama's life, conn
ing It to events like Putrakameshti Yagya and the sage Vishwamitra's teachi

In & conelse manner, the author details the 'Ghats of Divinity’ encomp
ing Basudeo Ghat and Rama Ghat, Svaragadvara Ghat and Naya G
Sahastradhara or Lakshmankila Ghat, Papamochana Ghat, Jhunki G
Rinamochana Ghat, Chakratirtha Ghat and others, This section further
hances the reader's understanding of Ayodhyn's sacred geography and the s
itual significance attributed to its ghats.

Vipul B. Varshney's "Ayodhya: A Walk Through the Living Heritage" |
indispensable contribution to the exploration of India's cultural and spir
heritage. It stands out not only as an intellectually enriching exploration by
s0 a8 4 visual feast, The inclusion of captivating pictures adds a vibrant dis
gion to the narrative, allowing readers to connect with Ayodhya's history
architecture visually, The illustrations, complementing the text, contribut
more immersive reading experience,

The book goes beyond being merely a historical or mythological accot
is a holistic journey through the heart of Ayodhya, unravelling its layers
precision and depth. As a seamless blend of scholarly insight, engaging
telling, and visual allure, Varshney's book is a powerful and engaging rea
caters to both the academic and general reader. The thorough research
sented in an engaging storytelling format, makes the content aceessibl
wide audience.
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