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HE AIR INDIA Express flight elreled
interminably intheair shove Ayodhya
likeanamnesiacJatayuora Pushpoka
Virana that had lost its bearings. The
flight was already late by 50 minutes
and we wondered IF we'd run oot of
firel, when the air hostess announced.
‘e to some technieal difficulty, the
flight might be redirected to Jaipur”
The paszengers let out a collective
groan and elicked thelr tongues in
disapproval. As the murmurs died down.
sommeonte (tom the back yelled, ol Srf Ram!”
There was stunned silence before it was med
with an enthusiastic voar from others, ot Jof
Sei R, This wenton o a bit, Themn ool of the
hine, the air hostess” veice crackled on the
racdio. “We have good news, We're landing in
Avodhya in five minutes!” The passengers let
ant a loud cheer that could have drowned out
the ruckus students made on the last day of
sihool before vacation. Call it divine intervan-
tlon or pure luck, but the chants wore still
resounding as the wheels hit the tarmac.
Welcome to Ayodhyal
After the pran pratishtha of Lord BEam's
ideland the firmal opening of the grand Ram

Janmabhoomi Templeon January 22 allroads
and flight peths seem headed to Avadhya. The
hoty city has received a mega tourlsm Gace:

A brand new airport, several new trains, river CruiSe it withabrandnew Ayodaya Dham Railway

Srattenand Makarizid Vadmikl Tnrernational

SEI'\FECES and 50 mUCh mUI'E' = A}fﬂdhy’a has rECEivEd Air-;m;r I;hu 1:1:“ s!alu'irul;Ih_ci-lqrtt]-;uruug i5
amega tourism face-lift to become one of the most o tre sreat i Kamavana. becignea vy
popular and revered spiritual destinations,  Varimeaot siapar theairparisarchitec.

ture is grand, a blend of traditional ethos and

l"lﬂt ]LlSt in Indla bUt dCross the wo rld tou--- maodern facilities, with gigantic pillars, lofty
= cetlings, ornate forgn dwers (carved door-
By F"}'a Gmpathy &Ammg Mal&k ways) and stepped shikhoras, with temple
style Inscriptlons. The pastel melon hue was
arecurrent theme in Avodhya. as we soon dis-
coverad. Artworksdepictingthestoryof Lovd
Rarma adorned the hall and public areas. The
lone ceb counter inside the airport patiently
attended to passengers, Those who had pre
arranged an airport pick-up breezed out.
Cahs charge around 7,580 from the sirport 1o
the heart of thecity
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travel/heritage

The arterial pathways from Lofo
Mangeshkar Chowk tu Avedhya
Ttham, DRaram Path and Raem Path
have bean widenad and shop fronts
given a uniform facads similar to the
heritage redevelopment in Amritsar,
Jdaipur and Qld Delhi. From rooftops
to roadside stalls, everywhere Lord
Ram pennants and the familiar flash
of saffron waved in the air, A trip to
the holy city must customarily begin
with a visit to Honuman Garhi, a forti-
e temple comples dedicated o Lord
Hanuman, believed to be the protec-
tor of Ayodhva. Shops are stacked
with sweets Hke loddus, pedas and
the Avadhya special, Ehurchen melai
peda, besides religlous paraphetna-
lia. Little kids offer to print Jai Sri
Foum tiinks on the forehead of visitors
tor a small fee. Our tilaks in place, we
walker up the flight of 76 steps to the
Hanuman Temple bedecked with Now
ers. Negotisting the streets was like
wading through a sea of humanity,
Muonths after the opening, Avodhya
atill sees around two lakh visitors
a day and the wave does not seem to
ahate anytime soon.

On the short walk to Sei Ram
Janmabhoomi Temple, wa met a
bunch of boys who had cyeled all the
way from Assam. Another growp had
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hiked in from Bengal. From Andhra to
Karnataka and Harldwar to Himachal,
wi encountored people from every cor-
ner of India, Some pilgrims were doing
dondared (ritual prostration), as they
crawled forward to the shrine, (hers
came dressed | ke charactersfrom the
Ramayano. Security was tight with
lets of police personnel and barri-
cades everywhere, though the gueues
were orderly Lockers are availahle
lor visttors to deposit phenes, shoes
and personal belongings before they
amble to the main shrine The all toe
familiar chants of, ‘Jai Sri Rem, ' got
louder. The idol of Ram Lalla was
ndeed stunning. The cops and tem-
ple staff had to keep the crowd mov-
Ing to aveld & pile-up, as they stood
mesmerised by the idol's beauty. The
entire operation of Ram Mandie dor-
ko took under two hours.

E-buses ply locally though tho besg
way to get around the erowded by-
lanes is e-rickshaws, Mot far from the
Rom Temple, Doshrath Bhawan 15
regarded as the original residence
of Lord Ram's father King Dashrath
while Karcak Bhawen was a wedding
gift to Sita by Gueen Kaikeyi after
her marriage te Lotd Ram, There are
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shrines dedicated to Ram’s kuldenl
{family deity) Deekali and Sita's k-
dev! Chhotl Deckali, Another temple
commemorates Bheare Milap or Ram's
reunion with his brother Bharat,
Nageshioar Nath is an ancient Shiva
temple belicved to have been built by
Eush, Lord Ram's son, Legend has 1t
that Kush onee lost his armlet while
taking a bhath in the River Sarayn and
It was rotrieved by a Nag-Kamyn (ser-
pent maiden) who fell in love with him.
Stince she was adevotecof Shiva, Kugh
built this shrine for her It was ths
omly temple 1o survive when Ayodhya
was abandoped until the time of King
Vikramaditya. While the rest of the
cliy wag In ruin and coversd in dense
forest, King Vikramaeditva recognised
the sacred ity by this temple,

The Barayu riverfront wears a new
lawk, The must decuratead spot is Ram
ki Pefedl, where Lord Ram took his
ritual bath in the Sarayw. A dip before
sunrise hereis equivalent to the merit
of visitingall other tirthas. Ttholdsthe
ruinngss World Record furlighting the
largest number of dives (oil lamps) at
the Avodhyo Deepotzar during Diwali.
Ewvery evening at 5:45 pm, visltors can
witness the beautiful sarayu aorsi
ritual at Nava Ghee, An army of sofal
meitrog or cleaning stall work round
the elock to keep the ghats and the
elty clean, Evenings arealso greal for
i hite of bun maoska gnd tes at Bhano
Tea Srall and Gabbar’s Pakede, At
Avodhyae Haaf. the River Sarayu has
been divertad through newly made
ghwees with pre-fabricated luxury cot
tages on one side-and an upcoming
food court on the other, The Jatayu
Cruiseon the River Sarayu isaunigue
riverine exploration of Ayodhys. The
45 feet long two-storeyed, afr-conedl-
tionerd cruise ship can accommodate
Ti passengers and does four two-hour
round trips a day (4.30 am, 11 am. 4
pin and B pm — costing 30 per per-
son), covering 18 km lrom Nova Ghe!
to Guptar Ghat and back. Another
erulge service called Garud, will be
launched soomn.

Locatad at the banks of the Sarayn
or Ghagra near Ayvodfiye Cortonment,
Guptar (zhat is a corruption of
Copratar Ghat, According to sage
Vyasa. atthoendof his feela or time on
earth, Lord Ram became anfordfynn
{immersed) in the River Sarayu, along
with his subjects and all living crea-
tures. Animals, birds, bugs, Insects

the sacred site thet provides salva-
thon to all was called Goprarar Glar
— explained priest Pramod Tiwary
The templea here are 550 vears old and
boats otfer a leisurely jaunt along the
river, The ghats are litup at night and
there are numerous food stalls sery-
ing ten, dal poda and the local staple,
Beeri-chokia,

While b Avodbyen, don’t miss the Kal-
had dohi jalehi at Maurya Mishthan
Biluandar, faniii’s Sammogo near Avadi
University, Mohaveer &t Tikiva near
Rikabgan), Moti Samesa In Falzabad
and Madfer Sweeets at Chowll, There's
wlan Lucknowi-stvle Birvand, galou-
tl kebab and wlte tawe ka paratho at
Have More Kitchen. Yes, vou hesrd it
right, Interestingly, while Apedhya
Deeren is pure vegetarian. its twin city
Faizabad is non-vegetarian with most
hotels like KErinosceo, Shane Avadi.
Krishna Paloce serving both veg and
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