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Ayodhya Airport
Leading India’s
Sustainable Aviation
Revolution

STHAPATI architects
have designed the
Maharishi Valmiki
International
Airport, an
infrastructural
marvel now
boasting a GRIHA
4-Star Certification.
It serves as a
beacon of India's
dedication to
sustainability in
aviation, ushering
in a new era of
environmentally
conscious
infrastructure.
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STHAPATI, a prominent architectural firm based
in Lucknow and Mew Delhi, is renowned for its
expertise in airport erminais, public transporaton
infrastructure, and heritage conservadon. With a
distinguished portfolio spanning the globe, STHAPATI
iz dedicated to crafting archirectural marvels thar
echa India’s cultural and social tapestry, Their latest
project, the Maharishi Valmiki International Airport in
Ayadhya, sets s new standard for growth in Tier 2 cities,
emphasizing connectivity and cultural enrichment,

In the heart of India, the recendy inaugurated
Maharishi Valmiki International Airport isnt just
a8 transportation hub; ifs & living testament to
the nadon's cultural richness. Departing from the
corventional glass box architecture, each facer of
the airport, from Its towering roof to the Inwicate
columns, has a histarical and spiritual significance.
The airports archizecture weaves together history,
tradition, sustsinable practices, and mythological
stories —a deliberate departure from minimalism
and the coming together of cultural expression and
modern innovation. Adding his insight on the design
and planning, Harsh Varshneya, Principal Architect,
STHAPATI says, “An asirport is more than [USt & transit
hub; it's a microcosm of a city, where diverse cultures
converge and imeract. [ts design should celebrate this
diversity and promote a sense of global connectivity,”
He further adds, "Ayodhya Airport's conceptand design
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are rooted in the city's rich heritage and cultural significance.
They sim to create & gateway that not only facilitates ravel
but also reflects the ciy's identty. The airports design
concept involves blending modern aviation infrastructure

ith raditional architectural slements inspired by Ayodhya's
historical and mythological impartance. This approach
ensures that the airport meets furctional requirements
and resonates with the dity's cultural narrative, The airport's
layout and amenities are carefully planned to enhance the
travel experience, making it more than just a rransic hub but
a destination in itself.”

In a departure from minimalism, it captures the essence of
Indiz’s vibrant history, fostering 3 revival of local artistry.
The airport embodies & commitment o sustainability
through medern advancements while providing & platform
for wraditional crafismanship to thrive. Its a harmonious
inegration of the old and the new, & beacon of cultural
resurgence in modern India.

As we ook to the future, airports in Tier 2 Indian cities like
Ayodhya reshape economic landscapes. No longer relegated
tothe shadows, the Ayodhya airport emerges a5 8 connectivity
hub, paised to drive economic self-sufficiency. Beyond being
& transportation node, the airport becomes a cataly r
change and groweh, In this journey, Ayodhya Airpore ism't juss
about connecting flights; it's about connecting communities,

elevating economic growth, and weaving a narrative of
empowerment for the entire region,
The Ayodhya Airport emerges as an infrastructural marvel
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and a promise of holistic community development and
cultural anrichment. Beyond its physical dimensions, the
sirport, with Its GRIHA 4-Sar Centification, stands as a
tesament o Indis’s commitment to sustainable practices,
heralding a new era in environmentally conscious aviation,

With a focus on improving connectivity, the Ayodhya Airpor:
is strategically locared o fadiitate travel for devotees and
tourists. For the |ast decade, India has seen unprecedented
growth in aviation traffic and infrastructure. Ayodhya Airport
is the newest milestone in this journey. The airport has over
100 aircrafc with a peak-hour capacity of 750+ passengers,
cacering o a large populaton and accommodating the
continuous expected growth, A two-storeyed structure,
the Ayodhya Alrport is adorned with elevational elements
depicting the sacred city's rich history. The ground floor
invites passengers with expansive amenities, and the airport
operations are carried out from the first floor.

With & cost of INR 250 CR, the building is inspired by the
gradual elevation of the mandapas and the Nagara style of
ternple architecture prevalent in Northern India. The airport
helps with better connectivity across India and is specifically
designed to enhance the visiter and devotees’ experience
while refieciing Ayodhya's heritage.

The Ayodhya Airport Integrates the Historic City's Heritage
Inta the Architecture.
& the main entrance of Ayadhya Airport, @ grand stepped shikar

stands tall, adorned with brass. This architectural
masterpiece follows the Nagara syle, oudined
With  scriptures, presenting & majestc and
wwtwrally rich welcome o the passengers. The
city's heritage and story unfold through intricate
columns, each laden with profound symbolism.
The mega columns supporting the terminal
roof symbolise the Kandas of Ramayana,
blending cultural richness into the alrport’s
architecture, The Khandika, symbolising
imparmanence, coexists with the Deava
Gana Patta, embodying divine features.
Every column narrates a story of dedication,
courage, and spirituality, weaving the city's
essenceinto the very fabric of the airport. The
Toran dwars’ stand out remarkably, especially
at eye level. As people stroll by, they effordessly
command attention, wuly captivating the
onlookers, These intricately adormed entrances
serve as 3 nod to mythological references,
creating @ symbuolic connecdion o the region'’s
rich herizage.

The Airport's Ardstic Immersion Includes
Symbolic Murals and Artwork from the
Ramayana. The terminal building is a canvas
of profound messages. The Bow and Armow
mural symbolises the courage tw confront
uniruth, while hexagonal light partices embody
the eternal riumph of twruth over hierarchy.
From arrivals to skylights, artworks intricately
depict the timeless tale of Lord Ram from the
Ramayana, creating an immersive, sensory-rich
experience beyond radidonal airport designs
Strategically placed skylights serve as guiding
beacons, enhandng wayfinding and offering a
sensory experience for passengers.

The Ayodhya Alrport Pushes for innovation in

Society interiors & Design - April 2024

11



Il
|
1)

IR I . .
e WSS crev s R

/f

rridors of




Ayodhya.

The impatt of the Ayodhya Airpart transcends its architectural
and cultural dimensions. k catalyzes economic growth in the
reglon, Projectons indicate the creation of at least 500 jobs
annually, effering mngible benefits 1o the local community.
This isnt justabout connectivity, it's about fostering sustainable
livelihoods and empowering the region with ecanomic
opportunities thar reverberate beyond the terminal gates.

This transformative project was meticulously designed and
implemented by STHAPATI, a New Delhi and Lucknow-based
architectural prectice renowned for its prowess in airport
design and heritage conservation. With 2 track record of
successfully restoring significant sites across Indis, induding
airports in Leh, Jodhpur, and Jammu, STHAPATI brings
unparalieled expertise 1o Ayodhya,

The Ayodhya Airport is nat just an Infrastructural manvel. It
promises seamless connectivity, sustainable practces, and
economic prosperity for the historical ciey of Ayadhya.

Credits:

Design and Architecture: STHAPATL

Bullt-up Area: 8,000 S5gm

Master Plan Area: 336.30 Acres

Cost: 250 Crores

Design Team: Vipul B. Varshneya, Harsh Varshneya
Khushboo Bansal, Anuj Varshneya, Manish Gupia, in
collzboration with the Airport Authority of India (AAl) and
their planning and design team.
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